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Fellow Dustoff Crewmembers:

I thought for this paper, I would attach to the email  and post it on our Web page in case it doesn’t make it through the system.    There has been a lot going on and thought it was important to get everyone up to speed.   My spouse went downrange to Vancouver, WA to take care of the grand critters so me and the hound are home where it is quiet and can spend most of the day working on the web page and getting this out and on the way to everyone.  If you know someone who doesn’t have a computer but is a dustoff guy, please print off a copy and send it to them.  Let’s make sure the word gets out to everyone. 
Many of you may have been on Jake Bailado’s email distribution list for cogent thought below.  Rarely do I forward these or do I reply to sender.   But something in the words kept drawing me back to re-read it.  Over the past 30 days, I have received five OBITs on former Dustoff crewmembers.  Three from the 45th Med Co who were there during my tenure there and two from the 247th Med Det whom I didn’t know.    As I reflected on these individuals, I wondered why them?  Why now? And didn’t they give enough already?  Certainly questions none of us can answer.
But within the scope of what we can comprehend and place logic to, each of these warriors has passed on and for the most part they weren’t part of our group—to share old times, to regain bonding that is so important.  From the OBITs, I would say Jerry Kinsey and Col Temperilli were surrounded by friends, family and other warriors. Still I wish Jerry would have been a part of our group and Denny Juhl as well.
Let’s take it on as a personal commitment to search for folks from our former units and get them back into the fold once again.  And on that note, Dave Billiter, a former 45th crewchief, recently surfaced.  Hopefully, those in contact with him will drag him back into the fold.  Let’s get all of our stray balloons back.  That was one of Del Williams’ goals when he initially formed this group.

In an earlier email, Denny Juhl sent out the thought shown below our balloon image.  Works for me!

“Life is too short to wake up with regrets. So love the people who treat you right. Forget about the one's who don't. Believe everything happens for a reason. If you get a second chance, grab it with both hands.  If it changes your life, let it.  Nobody said life would be easy, they just promised it would be worth it.   Friends are like balloons; once you let them go, you can't get them back.” 
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I believe, in these difficult and mean-spirited times in which we live,
there needs to be a message of Hope.

We can all use a single image that speaks to us of love, harmony, peace, and joy.  An image that suggests the universality of us all!

I have been sent that image, and I want to share it with you all.  All I ask that all of you take a moment to reflect on it.   

Denny Juhl
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If the picture is too small or your eyesight too poor, the sign over the store’s entrance says Beer Store.
Now for some for some more uplifting information.
**********REUNION  INFORMATION************

There is information posted on the web about our 2008 reunion.  The board decided it was in our best interest to return to Dallas at the same location almost the exact same dates as 2007.  The dates for 2008 are September 19th and 20th.  If people want an extra day or an extra half day, we can easily do the 18th or the 21st.  We just need to know from folks planning on attending what your desires are so we can add a day.  We have some folks looking for off site entertainment and some place to go.  Since we will be in Texas, guess we can do some ‘goat roping’ for grins.
Discussion has been had about having the 2009 reunion in DC with a visit to the wall.  We’re hitting that 40 year mark since Vietnam.  Seems like yesterday doesn’t it!  Think about it and we’ll mull it over at the reunion.
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66-16401: Over the last three weeks, I have been in contact with the Battalion Chief of Air Operations for Kern County Fire Department (read Bakersfield, CA  area).  Based on our web posted picture of 66-16401, a UH-1 formerly assigned to the 45th Med Co (AA) in Vietnam, they informed me they had become ‘her’ proud new owners.  Aircraft 408 shown in the photograph above is its sister ship—also a Vietnam era bird but not a Dustoff machine. 401 is currently going through rebuild and upgrade.  408 is considered a Super Huey—stronger engine and transmission along with a tractor tail rotor—certainly necessary for the high altitudes and hot conditions of the Kern County area.  401 will become N407KC under FAA registration and probably will become a Super Huey.  Behind the pilot’s door and in front of the 21” door is a embossed VN Service Ribbon decal.  For 401, they will also include the replica image of a 45th Dustoff patch.  I have forwarded to them the history of 401 from its acquisition date through 1975.  401 is supposed to be completed in the October / November time frame and will join the Kern County Fire Department.  We have been invited to the ceremony for its christening.  If anyone wants to attend, please let me know and I’ll make up a contact list and keep everyone informed as to its rebuild status.  Also, if anyone has crewed this aircraft before, has pictures of it, Kern County is very interested is having a copy.  You can send them to me electronically and I will get them in the proper hands.  It would not surprise me to see them replicate the nose art or the aircraft name in a unique way.  
Recently, I have been running our old aircraft tail numbers through the FAA helicopter registry.  401 is the first one of our helicopters that I have found thus far that survived and is actively flying in civilian service.  I am excited to attend the ceremony with Kern County and see the old bird once again.

Over President’s day, I traveled to El Mirage, California and went through a bone yard called Aviation Warehouse.  The have a webpage—same name you can check out.  I posted pictures from that visit on our webpage at “Downloads”.  A couple of the helicopters in the photographs had Vietnam service.  The insides of the others are too torn up to find a serial number.  Interesting walking around!  A person could rebuild a complete Huey from the ground up with all of the parts just lying around on the ground—wouldn’t be flyable but would be a nice static display aircraft.
I’m exploring having car window Vietnam Dustoff Association decals made for the association.  I’ll check with Mike to see if the association can fund them up front so that the minimal profit realized will go back to the association.
Photographs:  If you have photographs that you would like to have posted on the web and or share with everyone at the reunion, please send them to me.  I don’t have time now to scan a bunch of photographs so if you have them in a jpg.  format and send them on a CD/DVD,  I’ll put everything together.   Please don’t wait until the last minute.

Dustoff Java:  I think that I have reached a point with Dustoff Java where we can now divert $2 per pound to the Vietnam Dustoff Association.  I think it will be a good fund raiser for our group.  The coffee company that I currently work, and who supplies Dustoff Java, agreed to allow me to continue selling that one product under the Dustoff Java logo.

As a side note, we will be offering on April 1 [nothing to do with April Fools Day] a new blend called the “Patriot Blend” from which one dollar per pound will go to the Wounded Warrior Program supporting the Fort Lewis and northwest area.  You might want to checkout www.martinhenrycoffee.com and we also have a My Space page  located at: http://www.myspace.com/martinhenrycoffeeroasters  It is still under construction but have some information there.
Check out the information below—may be helpful.

This should do it for now.

Cordially

Steve Vermillion

President, VDA

Good historical information available through this link—weighted a bit heavy towards the Air Force as far as information, but just the same it is interesting.

http://www-static.cc.gatech.edu/fac/Thomas.Pilsch/Vietnam.html>


Below is an extraction of an email notice sent to me regarding ‘parasites’ apparently capable affecting former Vietnam soldiers.  It is provided in its total context. If you are married to a woman from Vietnam they can be afflicted with this as well so make sure you take care of your spouse.  Worth the read.  Seems every day one of our former crewmembers is stricken with some rare disease that seemingly has links back to Vietnam—but has remain undetected for all of these years.
http://www.vva.org/veteran/0807/letters.html
PARASITE WARNING
I am writing to inform all Vietnam veterans about a potential health risk that they may have been exposed to while serving in Vietnam: the little-known danger from parasites.
My husband, who was otherwise healthy, passed away on January 20, 2006, from cholangiocarcinoma, cancer of the bile duct of the liver. It is very rare in the United States, but very prevalent in Vietnam and surrounding countries. There are two known causes of this type of cancer: from contracting hepatitis C and from ingesting a parasite from the water supply in Vietnam. My husband did not have hepatitis C; therefore, it was determined that his cancer derived from a parasite. I have received official notification from the VA that his death was service related, which is not something the VA determines without an overwhelming amount of evidence.
This cancer does not manifest itself until later in life, when you are between 60 and 70 years old. Once the symptoms occur, which usually include jaundice, it is very difficult to treat or beat. My husband was 58 years old when he passed away. If he had been informed that there was a possibility that he could have ingested a parasite while serving in Vietnam, he would have taken precautions to have his bile ducts examined, possibly extending his life. The parasite is long gone, but it left behind damaged cells, which developed into cancerous tumors in the bile ducts.
If you spent time in Southeast Asia and are having gastrointestinal issues for no apparent reason, please have your physician check for damage within the bile ducts. It may save your life.
Mrs. Edward S. (Pete) Harrison
Horseheads, New York


**********   MORE INFO ON Cholangiocarcinoma at
http://www.emedicine.com/med/topic343.htm     Partial Reprint below
 The high prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma among people of Asian decent is attributable to endemic chronic parasitic infestation. 


History: Symptoms may include jaundice, clay-colored stools, bilirubinuria (dark urine), pruritus, weight loss, and abdominal pain.


Causes: The etiology of most bile duct cancers remains undetermined. Currently, gallstones are not believed to increase the risk of CCC. Chronic viral hepatitis and cirrhosis also do not appear to be risk factors. 

· Infections
· In Southeast Asia, chronic infections with liver flukes, Clonorchis sinensis, and Opisthorchis viverrini have been causally related to CCC.

· Other parasites, including Ascaris lumbricoides, have been implicated in the pathogenesis.

· Inflammatory bowel disease

· A strong relationship exists between CCC and PSC. CCC generally develops in patients with long-standing ulcerative colitis and PSC.

· The lifetime risk of developing this cancer in the setting of PSC is 10-20%. At increased risk are patients with ulcerative colitis without symptomatic PSC and a small subset of patients with Crohn disease.

· Chemical exposures

· Certain chemical exposures have been implicated in the development of bile duct cancers, primarily among workers in the aircraft, rubber, and wood finishing industries.

· CCC occasionally has developed years after administration of the radiopaque medium thorium dioxide (ie, thorotrast).

· Congenital diseases of the biliary tree, including choledochal cysts and Caroli disease, have been associated with CCC.

Other conditions rarely associated with CCC include bile duct adenomas, biliary papillomatosis, and alpha1-antitrypsin deficiency.


Please note the following on PTSD.  If the doc diagnosis you with PTSD and you have the documentation to show in-country combat service, you should no longer have to prove that you witnessed or experienced a traumatic event before filing a claim.  If you were an active Dustoff crewmember you meet the criteria.

PTSD victims no longer need to prove trauma

By Kelly Kennedy - Staff writer
Posted : Wednesday Feb 20, 2008 9:38:42 EST

Top of Form

  The Veterans Affairs Department has dumped a policy requiring combat vets to verify in writing that they have witnessed or experienced a traumatic event before filing a claim for post-traumatic stress disorder, said the chairman of the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee.  "This change provides a fairer process for veterans with service-connected PTSD," Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, said in a written statement. It "leaves claim adjudicators more time to devote to reducing the staggering backlog of veterans' claims."

In the past, a veteran has had to provide written verification - a statement from a commander or doctor, or testimony from co-workers - that he or she was involved in a traumatic situation in order to receive disability compensation for PTSD from VA. The Defense Department uses the same rules in evaluating PTSD for disability retirement pay.

In Iraq, troops joke about keeping a pen and paper on hand in case they witness a shooting or explosion or are injured themselves. That way, they can run around and have all their buddies sign a quick statement saying it really happened. The joke loses steam when a Marine has to prove he was involved in a traumatizing event when he had a hand blown off in that event, or when a soldier has to prove he watched his friends die to qualify for benefits.  The rule also slows the process as veterans wait for yet more documentation before their claims may be processed.

Akaka said he asked VA Secretary James Peake if the rule was necessary, and asked that it be removed. Peake agreed.  "I am pleased that the secretary took quick action to reverse this requirement after it was brought to his attention," Akaka said.  In the future, veterans will be diagnosed with PTSD through a medical examination with no further proof necessary, Akaka said, adding that he's been told that Peake has already informed VA regional offices of the decision.
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